	Notation
	Description

	Structured natural language 
	This approach depends on defining standard forms or templates to express the requirements specification.

	Design description languages
	This approach uses a language like a programming language but with more abstract features to specify the requirements by defining an operational model of the system. This approach is not now widely used although it can be useful for interface specifications.

	Graphical notations
	A graphical language, supplemented by text annotations is used to define the functional requirements for the system. An early example of such a graphical language was SADT. and sequence diagrams are commonly used . Now, use-case descriptions 

	Mathematical specifications
	These are notations based on mathematical concepts such as finite-state machines or sets. These unambiguous specifications reduce the arguments between customer and contractor about system functionality. However, most customers don’t understand formal specifications and are reluctant to accept it as a system contract. 


